
Request to extend the sunset review date for the Los Angeles County Small Craft Harbor 
Commission.

SUBJECT

August 02, 2011

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, California 90012
 
Dear Supervisors:

SUNSET REVIEW FOR THE LOS ANGELES COUNTY 
SMALL CRAFT HARBOR COMMISSION 

(ALL SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICTS) (3 VOTES)

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT YOUR BOARD:

1. Approve introduction of ordinance extending the Los Angeles County Small Craft Harbor 
Commission’s sunset review date to December 31, 2015.

2. Instruct the Department of Beaches and Harbors (DBH) to work with County Counsel to revise the 
County Code Section 2.116.100 related to the Commission’s Powers and Duties, to specifically 
include the responsibility for making recommendations regarding the leases and concessions in the 
small craft harbor in Marina Del Rey (MDR).

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

The Los Angeles County Small Craft Harbor Commission (Commission) was created by the Board 
pursuant to Chapter 2.116.030 of the Los Angeles County Code.  The Board approved the most 
recent sunset review extension on May 17, 2005, which expired on 
December 31, 2009. 

The Commission advises and makes recommendations to the Board and the Department of 
Beaches and Harbors on:
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• Policies and procedures of the Board and DBH for planning, financing and developing the small 
craft harbor in MRD.

• Policies and procedures of the Board and DBH for the management and operation of small craft 
harbor properties, including renegotiating small craft harbor rentals, and leasing and public use of 
small craft harbor properties.

• Adequacy rules and regulations governing the small craft harbor in MDR, including the operation 
and navigation of boats, and public use of facilities.

• Prices charged by small craft harbor lessees and concessionaires for goods and services.

The Commission also advises the Board and DBH and makes recommendations on leases and 
concessions in the small craft harbor in MDR.  However, this responsibility is not expressly stated in 
the County Code.  According to County Counsel, the County Code provisions governing the County 
Real Estate Management Commission defer this responsibility to that Commission.  However, there 
is nothing in the County Code Section for the Small Craft Harbor Commission that expressly gives 
this Commission this responsibility.  For that reason, it is recommended that DBH work with County 
Counsel to revise the County Code to specifically address this area.

During this review period, the Commission’s accomplishments included the following:

• Made recommendations to DBH regarding 17 lease agreements and amendments suggested by 
DBH.  The lease agreements and amendments enabled the County to develop, expand and improve 
new and existing assets in MDR for public and resident use. 

• Informed the Board of the Commission’s and boaters’ concerns regarding boat slip rent increases 
and maintenance of some boater-related facilities on leased property in MDR.

• Recommendations were made to the Board and DBH regarding proposed fee increases and new 
fees at MDR and County-operated beaches.

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

The Department of Beaches and Harbor estimates that they spend approximately $66,000 a year to 
support the Commission.  This support cost includes stipends, travel reimbursements and the cost of 
staff and technical support provided by DBH, County Counsel, Sheriff and the Internal Services 
Department for the Commission meetings and related follow-up work.

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

The Commission has five members, one appointed by each Supervisor.  Commission members are 
paid a $25 stipend (two waived their stipend) for each meeting attended, up to a maximum of 52 
meetings per year and are reimbursed for Commission-related travel expenses.  Commissioners 
must reside in Los Angeles County and have training experience in one or more the following areas:

•     Corporate or governmental financing and investment
•     Commercial or governmental construction
•     Real property management
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•     Recreational harbor or port planning, management or operation
•     Public or private corporate executive management 
 
The Commission is required to meet on a monthly basis.  From January 2007 to December 2009, the 
Commission met 28 times (approximately nine times per year) with an average attendance of 3.6 
(72%) members.

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

For the next evaluation period, the Commission will continue to make recommendations to the Board 
and DBH regarding new developments, improving leased property maintenance and increasing 
public access to MDR, while ensuring public safety and the availability of recreational boating 
opportunities.

LORI GLASGOW

Chair

Enclosures

c: Executive Officer of the Board 
Auditor-Controller
County Counsel
Director of Beaches and Harbors
Chair, Small Craft Harbor Commission     
Janet Logan, Chief, Board Operations
Angie Johnson, Chief, Commission Services

Respectfully submitted,
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